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Blame it on La Nina: Cold may last till March  
Amit Bhattacharya TNN  

 
New Delhi: As several parts of India reel under a cold spell, here’s worse news: expect the rest of the winter to 
be colder than usual. Experts looking at global climate models say there’s a good chance that February and 
March too will see below normal temperatures.  
    What seems to be loading the dice in favour of a cold winter is La Nina — a phenomenon better known in 
India for aiding good monsoon rains.  
    “Some dynamical climate models are showing a link between La Nina and below-normal temperatures in 
India in the next two months,” said D S Pai, director of the long-range forecasting division of the Indian 
Meteorological Department in Pune. “This is not a common link but has been known to occur in the past.”  
Pai said La Nina conditions are expected to continue till March. La Nina, which in Spanish means ‘the girl’, is a 
condition when surface temperatures in the south Pacific Ocean fall below normal. ‘La-Nina impact on 
winters not frequent’  
    It is the opposite of the notorious El Nino (‘the boy’) usually associated with failure of the monsoon in India. 
But like its counterpart, La Nina leads to changes in global air circulation patterns which drive weather 
extremes across the world.  
    M Rajeevan, senior scientist at the department of space’s National Atmospheric Research Laboratory, said 
the effect of La Nina in energizing the southwest monsoon during summers was well documented. “But La Nina 
can affect temperatures in India in winters though this link is seen much less frequently,” he said.  
    After a mild December, temperatures across India plummeted rapidly in the second week of January. Since 
then, the western Himalayas have seen heavy and unusually widespread snowfall, the northern plains have been 
chilly while central and parts of southIndia havehad recordbreaking cold spells.  
    The sudden inset of cold is being partly attributed to an Arctic wind pattern that changed in January, sending 
spellsof snowdownwardsinto Europe and Asia. “Depending on itsintensity,Eurasian snow can lead to snowfall 
in the Himalayas,” said S K Dash, a climate scientist at IIT Delhi.  
Avalanche kills 5  
    Five people were killed and two others injured when an avalanche hit Jungra in Himachal Pradesh’s Chamba 
district on Thursday afternoon. All of them belonged to the nomadic Gujjar tribe. Passers-by who saw them 
getting buried in snow raised an alarm and informed the administration. Heavy snowfall in the hills have set off 
avalanches in the state. TNN  
 

 
Temperatures have plummeted since mid-January with unprecedented snowfall  
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WHITEWASH: A snow-covered Dalhousie in Himachal after a fresh spell of snowfall on Thursday  
 

Apple introduces iBooks2, aims to reinvent textbooks  
TIMES NEWS NETWORK  

 
New Delhi: Apple on Thursday unveiled iBooks 2 for iPad, featuring iBooks textbooks, which the company 
claimed would make study in schools more interactive and fun.  
    “Education is deep in Apple’s DNA. With 1.5 million iPads already in use in education institutions, including 
over 1,000 one-to-one deployments, iPad is rapidly being adopted by schools across the US and around the 
world,” said Philip Schiller, Apple’s senior vice president of marketing, at an event in New York.  
    “Now with iBooks 2 for iPad, students have a more dynamic, engaging and truly interactive way to read and 
learn, using the device they already love,” he said. At the company's event in New York, Schiller said that 
teachers need help and Apple is trying to figure out how it can do its part. "In general, education is in the dark 
ages," he said. "Education has challenges that are pretty profound."  
    The company also launched a tool called iBook Author, which will allow textbook writers to create digital 
books for iPad and iPhone. Apple said that publishers like Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, McGraw-Hill and 
Pearson would publish their textbooks in iBooks 2. The books are likely to be available only in the US in near 
future. Each textbook will cost $14.99 or less.  
    Apple also announced a new version of iTunes U app, giving educators and students in colleges ability to 
plan their lectures and studies better.  
    “The iTunes U app enables students anywhere to tap into entire courses from the world’s most prestigious 
universities,” said Eddy Cue, Apple’s senior vice president of internet software and services.  
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Plans to make study in schools more interactive and fun  
 

 


